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Stover and Peress, through searing words and photographs, have created a record of the two

greatest war crimes in the conflicts that accompanied the breakup of Yugoslavia. The sack of the

eastern Croatian town of Vukovar in 1991 by Serb forces, and the subsequent mass murder of over

200 patients and staff from the local hospital is still a powerful and pivotal event, not only because of

the sheer magnitude of the atrocity, but also because it was the first. Vukovar came before the siege

of Sarajevo, the rape and torture camps in Prijedor and Foca and elsewhere, before the destruction

of Mostar bridge, and the massacre at Srebrenica. Vukovar set the standard for the atrocities that

were to come, and eight years after its destruction, the town is still a hollowed-out ruin with weeds

poking through shattered buildings and one-fourth of its prewar population clinging precariously to

subsistence in a destroyed economy. The siege and fall of Bosnia's Srebrenica in 1995, engineered

by indicted war criminal Ratko Mladic has been amply documented elsewhere, but this book is not a

military history or the reconstruction of the crime. Rather it is about the search for the missing and

the identification of bodies pulled from mass graves. The authors follow the forensic specialists, the

anthropologists and physicians who have created a sad but necessary specialty in this field. The

exhumations are part of the search for the truth, not only for the half-grieving, half-hopeful survivors

who cling to rumors about their loved ones, but for all people of compassion who hope that finding

some finality, and perhaps some justice, at the bottom of these graves will serve both the living and



the dead.
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